
     RMBF was honored on 
Thursday, April 8, by the 
Elkins-Randolph County 
Chamber of Commerce as 

Non-Profit Business of the 
9ÅÁÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒȭÓ 

Annual Awards. The 
reception and 
ceremony took place in 
Elkins with a meet & 

greet at the Railyard Restaurant 
followed by the awards and a mini-
show at the American Mountain 
Theater.  

Keynote speaker for the event was 
Congresswoman Shelly Moore Capito. 
RMBF Executive Director Chelley Depp 
and board member Arden Swecker 
accepted the award on behalf of RMBF.  

 

Ȱ)Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÒÅÁÌ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
Á×ÁÒÄȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ $ÅÐÐȢ   

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
board members over the years deserve 
this accolade for all their hard work 
and dedication. Many folks in 
attendance from the community are 
members of the organization, so it was 
a gift to them as well for supporting us 
ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȢȱ 

At the annual conference of the West Virginia Association 
of Museums held this spring in Lewisburg, Michelle L. Depp, 
Executive Director of the Rich Mountain Battlefield 
Foundation and Historic Beverly Preservation, was elected 
to serve the association as their president for 2010. With 
five years experience on the WVAM Board, she accepted 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ) ÁÍ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÈÏÎÏÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙȢȱ   

Depp has provided leadership for RMBF/HBP since 1998, 
where her duties include management of the 400ɀacre Rich 
Mountain Battlefield Civil War Site and the Beverly 
Heritage Center located in Beverly, WV.   

$ÅÐÐȭÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÈÁÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 
the Randolph County Historical Society, the Tygarts Valley 
Homestead Association, and the WV State Civil War Task 
Force. She is  currently serving her second term as 
president of the Randolph County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau.  

She is a volunteer with 
Homestead School PTA, 
and, along with her 
husband Rich, with the 
Upper Valley Youth 
Soccer League and the 
Tygarts Valley Youth 
Football & Cheerleading 
Association.  Chelley 
resides in Dailey, WV 
with her husband and two children Sydney and Liam. She is 
the daughter of the late Frank C. Sones and Cathy & Bill 
Lovelace. Formerly from Big Run, PA, she is a graduate of  
Punxsutawney Area High School and has a degree in 
History from Saint Vincent College, Latrobe, PA.  

 The West Virginia Association of Museums was founded 
when the Southeastern Museums Conference (SEMC) met 

(DEPP Continued on page 7) 

RMBF named 2009 Non-Profit of the Year 

RMBF-HBP Executive Director To Be President 
of the West Virginia Association of Museums 

Michelle Depp 



N ow that all that winter white has left, the birds 
have returned to Beverly for my viewing pleasure!  

Visitors are beginning to return for the season, and I am 
excited to have a new batch of petters come by to see me. 
4ÈÅ ÎÅ× Ȱ"ÅÖÅÒÌÙȭÓ (ÅÙÄÁÙȱ %ØÈÉÂÉÔ ÉÓ ÕÐȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ fun to 

ÐÒÏ×Ì ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÖÅÒÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÔÃÈÅÒÓȭ shop, 
ÁÎÄ +ÁÒÌȭÓ ÐÒÉÎÔ ÓÈÏÐ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
ÎÅ× ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅȢ  +ÁÒÌ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ȬÉÎ-

ÓÈÏÐȱ ÐÒÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÌÁÔÅÌÙȟ ÁÎÄ ) ×ÁÔÃÈ 
him ink-up the press and make 
things for the folks who visit us 

at the Center. Not to mention, he 
pets me on occasion. 

A big truck with dirt arrived yesterday, and if I were 
braver, I would go outside and see what that is all about. I 
hear the design committee talking about planting flowers 
and making paths around the Center. They are looking for 
volunteers to help rake gravel and dirt, plant, and mulch. 
Maybe they will let me come outside with them while they 
work this spring! 

We have had lots of visitors come by for lunch and dinner 
this spring (me-ow! it smells good in the kitchen!)  The 
Tygart Valley Lions Club held a spring meeting in the 
gallery and the AmeriCorps Program Leaders and 
Commissioners came by for lunch. We also had a nice visit 
from Deputy Commissioner Jacqueline Proctor from the 

Division of Culture and History this month! Everyone was 
excited she was coming and went into a spring cleaning 
frenzy! 

Things are starting to change around here as the 
contractors have left and we have official occupancy of the 
new Gallery and the Hill building. The AmeriCorps team - 
Megan, Kristina, Jess, and Linda - have all been working on 
various projects around the office including organizing and 
inventorying collections and archives. Boxes are being 
ÕÎÐÁÃËÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓËÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÓÏ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ 
they put my food next week as they move around 
everything, including me! 

My family left me last month to go to a conference in 
Lewisburg for the West Virginia Association of Museums 
(so a nice man named Tim helped me out by making sure 
my bowl was full!) When they came back, Chelley was their 
new president, and the girls were all excited about what 
they learned. They also brought back a traveling bear 
ÎÁÍÅÄ -ÕÓÅÙ -Ȣ ɉÈÅȭÓ Á ÓÏÆÔ ÓÎÕÇÇÌÙ ÂÅÁÒȦȦȦɊ ×ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
traveling the state as the ambassador for the WVAM. 

3Ï ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÅȣÃÏÍÅ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÕÓ ÔÈÉÓ 
spring and summer! And bring treats! 

© Lemuel the museum cat 

Letters from 

_X`ü 

The contractors have 
cleared out for now, 
and the dust has settled 
and been swept up. 
Now the challenges 
begin for finding the 
funding to complete the 
rest of the work. 

4ÈÅ ÎÅ× Ȱ"ÅÖÅÒÌÙȭÓ 
(ÅÙÄÁÙ %ØÈÉÂÉÔȱ ×ÁÓ 
installed over the win-
ÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÖÅÉÌÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÉÎÎÅÒ ÔÏ Á ×ÁÒÍ ÒÅÃÅÐȤ
tion.  We are very proud of exhibit designer Dave Vago and 

all his team for their hard work and research. 
Civil War exhibits are underway right now and 
should be installed and open in July. 

     RMBF board member Tim Glaser, who has re-
cently relocated from Clarksburg, WV to Beverly, 
has been hard at work installing phone and com-
puter lines at the Center and creating an opera-
tional telegraph for the coming exhibit. 

     This spring/summer, we will be expanding the 
gift shop to include a sutlery and WV-made arti-
ÓÁÎÓȭ ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎȤ

ter.  Artists interested in consigning their works can contact 
Chelley at the office for more information. 

update

 

Local West Virginia reenactor and longtime RMBF member Diane 
Tenant is spearheading a project to benefit Rich Mountain Battlefield 
&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȢ 3ÈÅȭÓ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÏÎÅ-of-a-kind 
150th Anniversary Quilt to be raffled off at the July 2011 Rich Moun-
tain Reenactment. This quilt is being hand quilted by Diane and other 
friends of RMBF using the maple leaf log cabin pattern also known as 
scattered leaves.  The quilt is approx 80x80 in size. The quilt is not 
quite complete but will be on tour soon. Help support RMBF! Tickets 
for the quilt are on sale now for $5 a chance by contacting the RMBF 
ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÏÒ ÍÁÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÉÌÔȭÓ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏÕÒȢ Diane Tennant assembles quilt to aid RMBF 
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UPCOMING:  
June 19 �� 20, 2010  
Lemuel Chenoweth Days 
#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ,ÅÍÕÅÌ #ÈÅÎÏ×ÅÔÈȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÒÎ 
ÁÂÏÕÔ "ÅÖÅÒÌÙȭÓ ÅÓÔÅÅÍÅÄ ÂÒÉÄÇÅÂÕÉÌÄÅÒȢ %ÎÊÏÙ 
19th century living history at the Lemuel 
Chenoweth House and around Beverly. Sponsored 
by the Lemuel Chenoweth House, 304-636-2650 

June 19 , 2010 
Civil War Era Fashion Seminar  
On Saturday of Chenoweth Days come learn about 

appropriate Civil War civilian dress and how you 
can develop your own period attire for living his-
tory and festivals.  (See Page 6) 

July 24 �� 25, 2010  
Beverly Heritage Days  
Go back in time with home tours, living history, dem-

onstrations, and more. (See Page 6) 

The Grand Opening Celebration of the Beverly Heritage 
Center has been scheduled for Sunday, August 29, 2010. 
Plan now to come celebrate this outstanding 
accomplishment.  

The Beverly Heritage Center has remained 
open to the public throughout its 
development, so come on in  and see the 
progress. Major construction is 
complete, with finish elements such as 
installation of a stone floor in the gallery, 
cabinets in the kitchen, and the return 
of the cupola on the Courthouse among 
tasks remaining to be done. The primary exhibits should be 
complete in July, and landscaping work will continue 
through the summer.   

The museum complex consists of four buildings - the 
1900 Beverly Bank, the 1808 Courthouse, the 1912 Aries 
Hill Store, and the ca. 1845 Bushrod Crawford House.  Their 
distinctly different exteriors conceal the fact that their 
interiors have been connected to form one large museum 
with four modern exhibit spaces, a gift shop, a large event 
gallery, and a modern kitchen on the first level, with a 
research library, office space, and meeting rooms on the 
second level.  

Beverly Heritage Center  
 


